
11.

Esther laughs.  David uses the moment to disengage.  He
bends over, to calm down.  He breathes. 

DAVID COHEN (CONT'D)
(to himself)

Yep.

Then he stands up, smoothes Esther's hair.  Looks at her,
sexual.  He takes her hand in his and leads her back out
into... 

10 INT. WESTMOUNT MANSION, GROUND FLOOR - DAY (1985) 10

....The party.  As soon as David looks away, focuses on the
party, Esther's looks worn down.  She braces herself to
rejoin the party.  Her brief sense of relief is gone.  As
she walks back into the massive swirling fray WE CUT TO -- 

11 INT. LITTLE BIRD HOUSE, KITCHEN - EARLY MORNING (1968) 11

Bezhig Little Bird, who's sitting at the Little Birds table,
and gazing out the window, at the wide-open prairies.  Its
huge skies.  Bannock is laid out in front of them, and Bezhig
feeds pieces to Dora, who is cuddled on her lap. Meanwhile,
Niizh stuffs huge, huge mouthfuls of bannock into his mouth. 
In the BG, Patti's at the woodstove with a heavy skillet,
making bannock for the children.  It SIZZLES in the pan. 
When the children aren't demanding Patti's attention, her
smile drops, she looks mom-exhausted, overwhelmed by the
piling-up-housework. Niizh chokes on his bannock.  Bezhig
leans over and pounds on his back, hard. 

NIIZH
(annoyed)

Don't.  

BEZHIG
It's to help with your coughing.

NIIZH
It doesn't help. It's jus' hitting. 

...which makes Patti grin. AUNTY BRIGIT (30s, religious,
cheerful) comes in the door -- without knocking, which is
the norm on Long Pine Reserve.  Brigit puts down a dish of
dried fish and berries for the family and goes over to Bezhig
and Dora.

DORA
(to Brigit)

Mm Aunty?  My head is hot.

Dora points to her forehead. 

PATTI
(to Brigit)

She got a fever.

Li
tt

le 
Bir

d 
- 

101
BEZHIG

1/3

Start



12.

BRIGIT
(to Patti)

I can stay?  It's just cooking for
the feast.  And it's Lester's third
wedding, anyway. 

Patti grins. 

PATTI
Thhis one better count.

Brigit laughs, kisses Dora and hurries out.  Patti leans
down and puts a hand to Dora's forehead.  Dora swats it
away, irritable. 

DORA
Noooooo...! Don't....!

Dora coughs, hard.  Patti keeps looking down at Dora,
worried.  In the BG, the mess of dishes and housework and
Bezhig and Niizh play-fighting with each other.  Off Patti.   

LATER --

Bezhig Little Bird sits on the kitchen floor, cutting paper
dolls out of newspaper.  Dora sits beside Bezhig and slowly
chews on one of the paper dolls.  Bezhig notices, grimaces,
and sticks her fingers in her sister's mouth and starts
pulling pieces of wet, slimy paper out. 

BEZHIG
Don't eat that, that's paper Dora. 

In the BG , Niizh's adjusting their small radio - through
snow, through some garbled talking, to a music channel and
now he lip-synchs to Love is All Around Us by The Troggs: 

RADIO / NIIZH
(singing)

I feel it in my fingers, I feel it
in my toes.  Well love is all around
me, and so the feeling grows...  

In the BG, Patti's mid-washing dirty dishes - the tin tub
of grey-brown dish water at her feet. Just then Dora lies
down heavily on the floor, her cheek against the wood. 
Which makes Bezhig swilvel and look over at her, worried. 
Bezhig watches as her mother looks up too -- 

PATTI
Dora?   

Dora sprawls there.  Bezhig watches as Patti stands up to
go to her.  Picks her up. Touches her forehead. 

PATTI (CONT'D)
Oh yah. You got a fever. 
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13.

Bezhig watches as Patti carries Dora out and into the
bedroom.  Meanwhile, Niizh tunes the radio.  Snow.  Snow. 
And then the volume surges.  Bezhig shoots him a sharp look. 
She runs over and cranks the radio down low. 

BEZHIG
(calling to Patti)

Niizh turned the radio up too loud.  

NIIZH
(calling to Patti)

My hand slipped!  

PATTI  (O.S.)
(pissed off)

Go outside.  Go on, out out! Go
pick choke cherries!  

 Bezhig pulls Niizh towards the door.

BEZHIG
(to Niizh)

You don't know how to be quiet...

Niizh grabs his slingshot on the way out. 

NIIZH 
Let's shoot groundhogs. 

BEZHIG
No.

The door slams behind them.  SILENCE.  Then from the other
room, we hear Patti singing to Dora...

PATTI  (O.S.)
Wey ya hey...Wey ya hey...

FLOAT into...

12 INT. LITTLE BIRD HOUSE - CONTINUOUS 12

...The bedroom, where Patti keeps singing to Dora, who is
irritable, flushed.  Patti strokes Dora's back softly, gazing
down at her with mother-love... 

PATTI 
Wey ya hey...Wey ya hey...Way ya
hey....

13 INT. WESTMOUNT MANSION, GROUND FLOOR - DAY (1985)  13

BACK AT THE WESTMOUNT PARTY, a small cluster of Esther's
immediate family have all gathered near the raised platform
on which the JAZZ BAND played.  A sense of anticipation -
Marvin Cohen is up on the podium speaking to the JAZZ BAND
MEMBERS about the microphones.  Esther glances behind her
apprehensively - to where David and her father are in deep
conversation of some kind.  
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