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ESTHER
I don't know.  I think you were crying
for our mom.  Or I don't know what. 
I just knew I had to come.  So I got
on a plane. 

Esther laughs self-consciously, and wipes at tears that
threaten to come.  Vulnerable-- *

ESTHER (CONT'D)
I don't really know what I'm doing. 

Esther looks up at Dora now.  Dora's motionless, transfixed. 
Moved by what Esther's said. So's Doug.  They're both gazing
at her, squarely, listening.  

ESTHER (CONT'D)
Yeah, I uh... I left my family and
my fiance and they're all freaked
out that I took off.  I'm not...I
don't...I'm in law school, I'm getting
married soon, I'm...a good daughter,
I observe the high holidays, I plan,
I don't...do this. 

DORA
Holy shit.  That's actually crazy!

Esther lights a cigarette.

ESTHER
I know!

They laugh.

33 INT. FT. QU'APELLE INDIAN HOSPITAL - DAY (1969) 33

Patti and Leo walk down a long corridor.  Patti's still seems
haunted and distant, haggard.  Like a person battling to hold
themselves together. Leo keeps eyeing his mother.  He's scared
by her, scared by her demeanor.  But he's also tense now,
anticipating seeing his father, both scared and looking forward
to it. A WHITE NURSE pushes a gurney with a NATIVE WOMAN on
it, passing her slowly.  Patti takes care not to stare at the
patient, but glances at her, worried and distracted from her
own inner world.  

*
*
*
*
*

*

Patti approaches the nurses' station.  All of the NURSES are
white.  A FIRST NATIONS CUSTODIAN mops the floor quietly in
the background.  One of the nurses approaches Patti.  She
recognizes her from her last visit. 

NURSE
Mrs.  Little Bird?
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36.

*

Patti looks at the nurse, her face stricken with worry.  The
Nurse softens.

NURSE (CONT'D)
We've had to move Morris.  He's taken
a turn. 

Both Patti and Leo register dread. Patti gathers herself,
worry lining her face.  She tries to rally.  She looks at
Leo, sees he's struggling, reaches deep into herself and tries
to comfort him. 

*
*
*
*

PATTI *
No matter what, it's good you'll see
him, and...it's good he'll see you. 

*
*

The NURSE walks Patti over to an open room... *

34 INT. FT. QU'APELLE INDIAN HOSPITAL, MORRIS' ROOM - DAY (1969) 34

... Where beds with sick patients line the walls.  The hospital
is in bad shape.  Some, like Morris, have the curtains pulled
around the bed for privacy.  The Nurse opens the curtain to
allows Patti and Leo in.  

*
*
*

NURSE
Take all the time you need.

Patti and Leo step in to the curtained area, and the Nurse
leaves her, pulling the curtain behind her, closing them in-- 

*
*

--Morris' eyes are closed.  His breaths are laboured, and far
between.  He breathes through a tube.  All the life he had in
him the last time Patti saw him is gone. He seems near death.  

*
*

It's too much.  Leo's breath is ragged now.  He's not crying. 
He's too shocked.  Patti sits down heavily beside Morris. 
She breathes in and takes his hand for strength and comfort,
and in hopes he'll wake.  He doesn't. 

*
*

Holding his hand, she pulls her chair in as close as it will
go.  She leans in, putting her head on Morris' shoulder.  She
closes her eyes and tears begin to flow.  She stifles sobs. 
But they come in whispers.  She mourns the loss of their
children on his chest. 

PATTI
(Whispering)

I tried...Morris, I tried...

Leo, standing behind his mother, can't take his eyes off his
dad.  He's motionless, looking at him, shellshocked.  Then
slowly, slowly he steps forward.  Reaches down.  Touches his
face.  Morris doesn't move.  Low and heartbroken--

*
*
*
*
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