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A picture during the setup for the Indoor Yard Sale
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In April, the Lands crew began preparing for our upcoming
Earth Week presentations at the school. We focused on
discussing our mission and the role of the Lands
Department. 

Planning Earth Week

We brainstormed how we wanted to celebrate Earth day,
we ended up deciding on a few ways to celebrate!

UPCOMING EVENT POSTERS HOSTED BY THE LANDS DEPARTMENT IN THE BACK

Indoor Yard Sale at the
Veteran’s Hall

We hosted an Indoor Yard Sale for our community
members at the Veteran’s Hall on Sunday, April 19  2026. th

We had a decent turnout. Thank you to those who stopped
by and set up to sell their items. We noticed some people
selling their own Indian tacos. Very yummy!

One of our Youth at the Lands Department, Feather
Smoke, hosted a bake sale to fundraise for future events
by our department! 

Taking care of our Land, Water, and People April 2026 - Issue #1

What is Energy Efficiency?
Energy efficiency means using less energy to
perform the same task. This helps save money and
reduce environmental impact. 

Garden tours
with the school

We had the opportunity with the Garden’s Team to have the
students from the Sioux Valley School come tour our community
gardens!

We hosted Ms. Bear’s high school science class and Kindergarten to
Grades 1, 2, 4, and 5. They got to see the main Greenhouse and the
newest Greenhouse. The students also had the chance to go into the
growcer to see where our lettuce is grown in our hydroponic unit.

We had pots, soil, and seeds for the kids to plant their own flowers
and produce to take back with them, either at home or at school.

The Growcer unit with
fresh produce growing
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Presentations at
the school

On Tuesday, we had presentations at the school with the
students. We had both our Youth Lands team & Garden team
present. 

The Youth Lands team discussed what they’ve been working
on since becoming Youth Energy Champions with CIER. The
Lands team presented on energy efficiency, where energy
comes from, types of renewable energy and the projects
they’ve been working on with CIER and LEAP. Did you know?

OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR
YOUTHHTTPS://SVDNGOVERNANCE.COM/LANDS-YOUTH-EDUCATION/

And the Garden’s team talked about their composting
projects, what they grew last summer and the lettuce they
grow in their growcer unit, they even brought food samples
for the students! Like lettuce wraps and chicken wraps.

Our tea
m that helped

with the Garde
n Tours

A conventional microwave oven uses
more electricity to allow the digital clock
to work continuously than heating your
food.

Our Youth Energy Champions made poster boards with information on them for the presentations. One about
how long it takes for household items to decompose and types of energy, where it comes from and how it
works in our daily lives.

Poster Boards

Decomposition Timeline - Made by
Feather Smoke & Alexis Antoine

Energy Information - Made by Rylie
Bell & Alexis Antoine 2



Updates With The
Lands Projects

Updates in Our
Community Gardens

This spring has brought significant flooding to Sioux Valley
Dakota Nation, and a new project is underway in
partnership with CIRNAC to better understand and prepare
for future events.

The Gardens team recently hired 4 youth workers and 3
new seasonal workers until harvest time!

The Garden’s team is about to start planting outdoors
after the May long weekend. Tobacco, pshdyapi, a
variety of vegetables and native wildflowers & grasses.

We are looking for those who would be interested in
signing up for a garden plot and a composting pick up
program, more details to come!

Mni Wiconi is an environmental water quality project
working to understand the health of the Assiniboine River
and its tributaries within SVDN. 

A Fact about Wind Turbines

OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR
COMMUNITY GARDENS

HTTPS://SVDNGOVERNANCE.COM/GARDENS-HEALTH/

A single wind turbine (with average monthly
yield of 402,000 kWh) can power 460 homes
for one month in the USA.

A group photo of the
Garden’s team

QR code for SVDN’s
Composting Program

Survey

Flood Mapping in SVDN

Mni Wiconi - Water is Life

Last fall, with the help of the Lands Youth Council, we
collected 120 water samples and analyzed them for 28 heavy
metals, mercury, as well as pesticides and fertilizers levels. 

This spring, sampling continues so we can compare seasons
and see how planting and harvesting cycles affect water
quality.

Using LiDAR-equipped drones, the community will be
mapped in detail to build hydrologic and hydraulic models
as well as elevation maps that support land use planning
and community safety. 3



What has the Land Department been up
to in recent months?

Direct Install Kits
We had the opportunity to work with Efficiency Manitoba, and we
received Direct Install Kits. The kits included LED lightbulbs, low-flow
shower heads, weather stripping and more.

We started working on building assessments of this year. We chose
community buildings in our reserve and assessed any cold spots or
where heat is collecting with a thermal camera.

Building Assessments and
Energy Audits

Our partners in our recent projects

Drone & thermal
shots of the

Elementary school

Photo of the
thermal
camera

After our first visit, we came back
and made notes of all the objects
that use energy so we know where
the energy is being used and
wasted. 

We then make an audit report that
focuses on suggestions on how to
reduce energy in a building and
make it more efficient.

We went to houses that signed up with us and installed the easy
fixes, improving the houses’ energy efficiency in our reserve!

HTTPS://SVDNGOVERNANCE.COM/ENERGY-EFFICIENCY/# OUR WEBSITE FOR ENERGY
EFFICIENCY
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Thank you to Sioux Valley School
for giving us an opportunity to
speak, and thank you to all the

members of the community who
support us! It truly means a lot.

Direct Install Kits sign-up is still
ongoing! Contact Information above

if you are interested.

The Youth in the
Lands Department

The Garden’s team
and the Youth

Energy Champions

Contact Meadow Leaming if you’re interested.
Email: meadow.leaming@svdngovernance.com

Phone:204-855-2671
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Upcoming Events hosted by the
Lands Department

Outdoor Yard Sale: Sunday,
May 24, 11:00AM to 2:00PM at
the Powwow Arbour, SVDN

Community Presentations +
Updates: Thursday, May 28,
5:30PM to 8:00PM at the
Veteren’s Hall, SVDN

National Day of Action:
Wednesday, May 27, 1:00PM to
3:00PM at the Brandon
Residential School Site, Grand
Valley

National Day
of Action
Petition QR
code

IRS Survivors: Elder
Engagement Sessions:
Thursday, June 4  2-3PM at the
Community Centre, SVDN

th

Thursday, June 18  2-3PM at the
Community Centre, SVDN

th

Pshdayapi Planting Workshop:
Friday, May 29  9:30AM to
11:30AM at the Community
Gardens Behind the Veteran’s
Hall, SVDN

th
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