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19 INT. APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER 19

The apartment is small and crowded.  We can tell that this
woman loves bingo, crosswords and nicknacks.  Esther sits at
the very messy kitchen table while the woman puts her groceries
away.   

ESTHER
My name is Esther by the way.

WOMAN
Val.

She takes out the photo of Dora.  Shows it to Val. *

ESTHER
This is her last known address.

Val opens a package of white wafers and plates them and places
them in front of Esther, she glances at the photo then
continues to pour two cups of coffee. 

VAL
Oh yes, Dora.

Eshter reels for a moment.  Val brings two coffees to the
table and takes a seat.  A jar of coffee mate sits on the
table with a bowl of sugar.  Val loads up her coffee with
heaping teaspoons of both.  Esther follows, taking her cue
from Val.

*

ESTHER
You know her?

VAL
Knew her ya.  She got out of this
shit hole 'bout two years ago. 

Esther is eager to hear more.

VAL (CONT'D)
She was a good little booster that
one.  Reminded me of me back in the
day. Used to just spoil me!  Big T
bone steaks, fancy shampoo, milk...
smokes, you name it, she knew how to
get it.

Val laughs heartily, her voice raspy from smoke.  Esther,
heart pounding. 

ESTHER
The police came here for a domestic
violence call? 

*
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VAL
Oh that loser.  He was real jealous. 
Couldn't handle her workin' the
streets.  She got rid of him quick
though.  Threw his shit right off
the balcony!  

Val laughs again.  Esther takes in this idea of Dora.  She
presses Val for more. 

ESTHER
Do you have any idea where she might
have gone? Where I might find her? 

VAL
You know, come to think of it, I
don't think I've seen her since she
moved out.  Lot of those street girls
hang out at Mamawo Payiwak. 

Esther diligently takes notes. 

VAL (CONT'D)
It's one of those outreach places.. 
just off Albert, 'bout 10 blocks
from here. 

Esther, surprised. 

ESTHER
Thank you..  I really appreciate it.

VAL
Just be prepared...you just never
know.  

On Esther. Is she really prepared for this? *

20 INT. / EXT. PHONE BOOTH / STREET - DAY (1985) 20 *

Esther stands in a phone booth.  Listening as the phone RINGS.
Esther lights a smoke.  Take a long drag.  

*
*

DAVID (O.S.) *
Hello? *

OPERATOR  (O.S.) *
Collect call from Esther, do you
accept the charges?

*

DAVID (O.S.) *
Yeah, yes. *

Relieved to hear David's voice, Esther relaxes.  David sounds
gentle, concerned. 

*
*

Li
tt

le 
Bir

d 
- 

103

2/2

VAL

End



